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Dulles Schools 

Newsletter 
Dulles Schools Newsletter 18th Edition 

June 2018 

 

Welcome to the Dulles Schools Newsletter.  In this edition we focus on significant changes to 

boundaries:  those adopted and those still in progress.  Also, we celebrate some successes in the 

Dulles District 

 To be added to the electronic distribution list, please contact me via email:   

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 

Important Dates: 
June 8th     5:00 pm/6:00 pm   Cardinal Ridge Reception/Promotion 

June 11th 8:30 am Legacy Promotion 

June 11th  8:30 am Liberty Promotion 

June 11th 8:30 am Hutchison Farm Promotion 

June 11th 9:00 am Buffalo Trail Promotion 

June 11th  6:00 pm Moorefield Station Promotion 

June 12th 9:00 am Pinebrook Promotion 

June 12th 7:00 pm Rosa Lee Carter Promotion (at Rock Ridge High School) 

June 13th 8:45 am Little River Promotion 

June 13th 9:00 am Arcola Promotion  

June 14th 10:00 am John Champe Graduation 

June 14th 2:00 pm Freedom Graduation – @ GMU 

June 14th 6:00 pm Rock Ridge Graduation 

June 15th 2:00 pm Briar Woods Graduation - @ GMU 

 

Willard Intermediate, Goshen Post Elementary Schools Preparing 

for Fall Opening 

 
With construction completing on Willard Intermediate and Goshen Poste Elementary Schools, 

Principals Jeff Rounsley and Ann Hines have been completing the hiring of staff members to 

support the respective schools. School construction has proceeded on schedule, allowing the 

staffs to move in and prepare for the first day of school on August 23rd.   
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Willard Opens as an Intermediate School:  Mercer and Champe 

Students Affected 
 

 

Mercer Middle School Shares Boundaries with Willard Intermediate. The approved boundaries 

for Mercer Middle and Willard Intermediate (called MS-7 in the illustration) are located at:  

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/MS%20Attendance%20Zones

%202018-19.pdf 

 

Student Enrollment is as follows: 

• Mercer (rising 6th and 7th graders) 

• Willard (rising 8th and 9th graders) 

• John Champe (rising 10th-12th graders) 

 

This enrollment changes begins in August! See the article immediately below for other 

exceptions adopted to provide educational continuity to our students during this tumultuous 

period of high growth. 

 

 

Some Rising Ninth Graders Moved to Rock Ridge to Avoid 

Attending Four Schools in Four Years 

 

On April 10, 2018, and at the request of the communities, the School Board adopted an 

attendance zone change for grade eight (rising grade nine) students residing in Lenah Woods, 

Nicholson Farm, The Grange at Willowsford, The Grant at Willowsford, and neighboring 

communities within LCPS Planning Zones DS08, DS08.1, DS08.2 and DS11.1; the identified 

students will now attend Rock Ridge High School for 9th grade this fall (2018-2019 academic 

year) rather than Willard Intermediate School.  Based on prior action of the School Board, these 

students will attend Independence High School in fall 2019 (2019-2020 academic year).  Had we 

not made the change, students in this group would have attended the following schools:  Stone 

Hill (2017-18); Willard (2018-19); Champe (2019-20); and Independence High School in 

Brambleton (2020-2021). 

 

 

Early Shift Requested & Approved for Some Rising High Schoolers  
On April 18, 2017, the Loudoun County School Board voted to implement select high school 

attendance zone changes for rising ninth, tenth and eleventh grade students (current grades 

seven, eight and nine students) this fall, rather than fall 2019. This move was to allow students to 

matriculate to their fall 2019 school a year earlier so they will not have to move next year.  To 

see more details, follow the link: 

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/HSZones18_19Final.pdf 

 

 

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/MS%20Attendance%20Zones%202018-19.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/MS%20Attendance%20Zones%202018-19.pdf
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/HSZones18_19Final.pdf
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Future Changes:  New Elementary, Middle and High School 

Boundaries 
 

No surprises:  with the addition of ES-31 on Belmont Ridge Rd next fall (2019) and Lightridge 

High School south of Braddock Rd in the fall of 2020, additional boundary changes will be 

required. Elementary School boundaries are adopted in the fall of the year before the school 

opens:  middle and high school are adopted in the spring one and a half years prior to the school 

opening.   Therefore, boundary discussions for ES-31 will begin this October/November, and 

boundary discussions for Lightridge High School will begin in February/March of 2019.  

Lightridge High School is anticipated to form a cluster with Willard Middle School which will 

revert back to a 6th-8th Middle School (in 2020), and Mercer is anticipated to revert back to a 6th- 

8th grade Middle School matched to John Champe High School.  Stay tuned for hearing dates! 

 

 

Sydney Wrighte named Female Athlete of the Year 

Freedom High School senior Sydney Wrighte was named Class 5 Female Athlete of the Year as 

part of the of the 2018 Allstate Foundation/VHSL Achievement Awards.  This is the highest 

honor given by the Virginia High School League (VHSL) to students who have excelled in the 

classroom, athletics and academic activities. Wrighte ended her high school athletic career as one 

of the most decorated gymnasts in VHSL history. She claimed six overall individual state 

championships, including back-to-back all-around titles in 2016 and 17. She also led Freedom to 

two state championships and two runner-up trophies. A four-time team MVP, Wrighte also 

served as team captain as a junior and senior. 

 

 
Sidney Wrighte, 2018 Virginia Athlete of the Year, with Parents Laura and Mark Wrighte 
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Congratulations Stephanie Worthley, Shenandoah University 2018 

Loudoun County Teacher of the Year 
 

This award, sponsored by Shenandoah’s Office of Outreach Education, recognizes teachers for 

excellence in the specialized areas of education. Teachers recognized by this award have 

dedicated at least five years of service to the students of Loudoun County and are nominated by 

their peers and students as well as by parents, parent-teacher organizations and administrators. 

This is the 24th year the award has been presented. Congratulations to Christopher John Grimes, 

music teacher at Mercer and Angela Murray, special education teacher at Cardinal Ridge for the 

Nominations as well! 

 

 

 
Stephanie Worthley, Shenandoah University LCPS Teacher of the Year  

 

Matthew Frye wins Apple Federal Credit Union “First Year 

Teacher of the Year “Award;  
Matthew Frye, a seventh- and eighth-grade English teacher at Stone Hill Middle School, has 

been named the recipient of the Secondary First-Year Teacher of the Year Award. Loudoun 

County Public Schools (LCPS) Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources and Talent 

Development Dr. Kimberly Hough surprised Frye with the award and a $500 check from Apple 

Federal Credit Union during a faculty meeting on Tuesday, May 22nd. 
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Matthew Frye, Apple FCU’s First Year Teacher of the Year 

 

LCPS Honors Substitutes of the Year 
 

In recognition of their commitment and professionalism, the Loudoun County Public Schools 

(LCPS) Department of Human Resources and Talent Development recognized four individuals 

as “Substitute of the Year.” Of these four, two were selected at the elementary level and one each 

at the middle and high school level.  Cyn Heskett of Moorefield Station was selected from a 

competitive field from 49 schools.  

 

LCPS Substitute of the Year Cyn Heskett (c) of Moorefield Station with  

Board Chairman Jeff Morse (l) and Superintendent Dr. Eric Williams (r) 
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Congratulations to other Dulles District substitute teachers who were nominated: 

• Chhavi Anand, Cardinal Ridge Elementary School 

• Jessica L. Behlke, Rosa Lee Carter Elementary School 

• Carrie M. Chadha, Legacy Elementary School 

• Ruby Y. Cheng, Briar Woods High School 

• Kelly L. Hostetter, Little River Elementary School 

• Heidi Iozzo, Arcola Elementary School 

• Amy W. Kane, Pinebrook Elementary School 

• Rasha Al-Kindi, Creighton’s Corner Elementary School 

• Shakilah Naser, Hutchison Farm Elementary School 

• Caitlin M. Palmisano, Liberty Elementary School 

• Andrew C. Peterson, Rock Ridge High School 

• Rebecca L. Schweitzer, Eagle Ridge Middle School 

 

 

Teachers in Dulles District Score Big with Loudoun Education 

Foundation and Apple Federal Credit Union Grants  

 
Four teachers from our District, Turner Donaldson, Nicki Cabaniss, Karen Espinoza and Steve 

Charlish were awarded classroom grants presented by LEF.  Additionally, Helen Kim received a 

special Apple Federal Credit Union Grant.  Thank you to Apple Federal Credit Union and 

Claude Moore Foundation, and all of the LEF sponsors for generously supporting the grants year 

after year!  

 
Little River Teachers receive an Apple Federal Credit Union Teacher Grant.  Shown here are Ms. Kim and Ms. , with School Board 

Chairman Jeff Morse, Little River Principal Kevin Murphy, and Assistant Principal Kim Dempsey  
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Nicki Cabaniss receives an LEF Grant supporting her “Words with Swords” Effort 

 

 
Turner Donaldson and her class showing off their LEF Grant for Research Clubs 
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Freedom’s Third Year Captures $45,429 for Childhood Cancer 

Research 

 
For the third year running, Freedom High School Students have operated their prom as a fundraiser for pediatric 
cancer research.  This year’s venue was generously provided by the Bellevue Conference and Event Center on RT 
50 by South Riding.  Thank you to the students who worked so hard on this effort, and the generous sponsors who 
made this year’s charity prom such a successful event, capping a three year total donation of $122,251. 

 
The Beautiful Bellevue Conference Center hosting Freedom’s Third annual Charity Prom 

 

Comments:  
In response to challenges in meeting the needs of our special education families, I drafted a 

charter, approved by my colleagues on the board, to create a Special Committee to look at how 

we can improve our services to SPED students, who comprise roughly 10 percent of the student 

population.  I asked Beth Huck, our At-Large School Board Member to chair this important 

committee.  Work will begin immediately, with the Special Education Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) leadership on the committee, subject matter experts from within and outside LCPS, and 

School Board members Joy Maloney and Debbie Rose all selected as Committee members. 

Importantly, the community will have more than 50% of the voting block. The findings and 

recommendations are due to the full Board in the November/December timeframe.  I hope to 

have some actionable recommendations to improve our services that can be quickly approved by 

the full Board and inserted into the 2020 school year budget.   

 

I have also received inputs from parents concerned about different aspects of security in our 

schools.  The school board made significant upgrades in our budget for external security, and our 

efforts to execute Restorative Practices and incorporate unconscious bias training into our 

decisions will be closely analyzed for efficacy in controlling the safety inside our schools. It is 



 

9 
 

important to note that all children must feel safe in order to learn, from physical and non-

physical bullying, and the School Board will not lose sight of this goal.  

 

As you are likely aware, LCPS is offering Universal Full Day Kindergarten (FDK) at all LCPS 

elementary schools this fall.  While this is great news for our community, a note of caution is 

appropriate for future years as we struggle with the immense growth in student enrollment in the 

Dulles North and Dulles South areas. We will need to re-evaluate classroom space for FDK 

every year until the growth dissipates.  Fall enrollment numbers and projections due out in 

December will help us understand where we stand in the quest to continue to provide FDK for all 

kindergarteners in the fall of 2019 and beyond. 

 

Lastly, as provided for in recent state legislation, the School Board is looking at adding some 

recess time back into the school day for our elementary school students.  I support this effort to 

allow children the time to de-stress outside, which studies show improve the ability of students to 

focus and improves behavior inside the classroom. 

 

Feel free to contact me with your concerns: my email link is provided at the School Board 

webpage on the LCPS website – and on the webpage of each school in our district – lower left or 

right hand corner.  Also, take advantage of the public hearing dates which will be provided. 

I wish all of our community members a restful and enjoyable summer:  be ready for school to 

start on August 23rd! 

Sincerely,     

 

Jeff Morse 
Jeff Morse 

Chairman & Dulles District Representative 

Loudoun County School Board 

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 
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